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    “Only through sharing can we truly enjoy our treasures!”  has not only been a motto, but a way of life for many 
dedicated NAME members. NAME was a dream come true for Allegra Mott, who envisioned a national organization for 
miniature lovers across the country; sharing and learning together. In 1972 her dream became a reality with the founding 
of NAME. 
     “How does a dream come true? It has a beginning---.“ Just as Allegra Mott had a dream in 1972, so did Jane Payne in 
2009, when she proposed the idea of an event to unite and involve all NAME members by doing the same project, on the 
same day, at different locations throughout the world. At the Regional Coordinator’s retreat held after the 2009 National 
Houseparty in Indianapolis, Indiana, Debbie Young shared Jane’s dream and the group enthusiastically responded by 
forming a committee to further develop the idea. Project ideas were discussed, plans developed, prototypes created, and 
now the committee is excited to be able share this with you for your consideration.    
     The event will be called National NAME Day and will take place Saturday, October 2, 2010 to kick-off International 
Dollhouse and Miniatures Month. Expanded events (or areas with conflicting dates) may occur October 1-3, 2010. 
     The purpose of this event is to welcome all NAME members and, hopefully, recruit some new ones. Now is the time to 
talk to that friend “teetering on the brink” into joining NAME so they will be able to participate in this exciting event.          
     The project is a 1-inch hutch designed by Debbie Young. Plans and one sample kit will be made available to any club 
or individual member desiring to host a NAME Day event. The kit for the sample will be available in 1-inch scale only, 
however, plans will be available so that the hutch can be made in 1”, ½” and ¼” scales. The event will work somewhat 
like a State Day or Mini Weekend. Each sponsoring club or group will decided how they want to develop the hutch 
project, secure a location, organize the event, and set a reasonable price. One group might want to rent a room, paint the 
hutch black, fill it with Halloween items and have a Halloween party complete with costumes. Another group might want 
to meet at their local miniature shop, do a shabby chic hutch, and focus on painting china; while another group may chose 
to meet at a camp and spend the whole weekend creating woodsy themed accessories for their hutch. Some clubs may 
choose to incorporate the hutch and its’ accessories into their club meeting. You are free to make your day whatever you 
would like it to be, using the hutch as a starting point, your creativity for accessorizing it, and your enthusiasm to make 
this a fun day for all involved. Your theme could be garden, toy, kitchen, Mary Engelbreit, raggedy, or maybe a holiday. 
The great thing about this project is its’ flexibility, which allows for a variety of finishing techniques and creativity in 
accessorizing. Your excitement and individual tastes are sure to shine through. The hutch can be used in many ways; as a 
stand alone showcasing a collection, vignette, shadow box, roombox, in a picture frame scene, anything goes!  
    Your regional team is available to assist you in your planning and can help you get the word out to NAME members in 
your area. Their contact information is available on the NAME website and in the Miniature Gazette. Publicity for your 
event will appear in all the NAME publications and on the NAME website 
http://www.miniatures.org/region_map.shtml  
     Insurance for events held in a “public” place is available at no cost to sponsoring NAME clubs through the NAME 
office and must be applied for by August 1, 2010. The application can be found on the NAME website 
http://www.miniatures.org/forms/show_liability_insurance2.pdf 
     While the purpose is not to make profit, extra monies must be for charitable or educational use. We hope you will 
consider a donation back to NAME. 
          We are very excited about this project and can’t wait to see photos from your event! 
          If you are interested in sponsoring an event, for more information, or to register your event, please contact: 
     Deborah Willis                           mruss72650@aol.com 
     3432 Euclid Heights Blvd. 
     Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118 
When inquiring, please remember to provide your complete mailing address, so information can be mailed to you.   
When registering your event, please include the following information: 
     Complete contact information for the event’s key contact person  
     Date, time, location, and cost of your event  
     Event Theme 
NAME Day Committee members: 
Harva Bassinger         Shelia Benjamin          Romaine Eyler        Ruth Heisch        Susan Koelling         Jeff Packard                              
Diane Piziali               Helen Sparks               Barbara Thornton-Hill         Deborah Willis (Chair)           Debbie Young  
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